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It won't take even more time to obtain this The Forgotten Garden: A Novel By Kate Morton It will not take
even more cash to print this book The Forgotten Garden: A Novel By Kate Morton Nowadays, individuals
have been so wise to use the innovation. Why don't you utilize your kitchen appliance or various other
device to conserve this downloaded soft data publication The Forgotten Garden: A Novel By Kate Morton
By doing this will allow you to constantly be come with by this e-book The Forgotten Garden: A Novel By
Kate Morton Naturally, it will be the ideal good friend if you review this book The Forgotten Garden: A
Novel By Kate Morton until completed.

Amazon.com Review
Amazon Best of the Month, April 2009: Like Frances Hodgson Burnett's beloved classic The Secret Garden,
Kate Morton's The Forgotten Garden takes root in your imagination and grows into something enchanting--
from a little girl with no memories left alone on a ship to Australia, to a fog-soaked London river bend where
orphans comfort themselves with stories of Jack the Ripper, to a Cornish sea heaving against wind-whipped
cliffs, crowned by an airless manor house where an overgrown hedge maze ends in the walled garden of a
cottage left to rot. This hidden bit of earth revives barren hearts, while the mysterious Authoress's fairy tales
(every bit as magical and sinister as Grimm's) whisper truths and ignite the imaginary lives of children. As
Morton draws you through a thicket of secrets that spans generations, her story could cross into fairy tale
territory if her characters weren't clothed in such complex flesh, their judgment blurred by the heady stench
of emotions (envy, lust, pride, love) that furtively flourished in the glasshouse of Edwardian society. While
most ache for a spotless mind's eternal sunshine, the Authoress meets the past as "a cruel mistress with
whom we must all learn to dance," and her stories gift children with this vital muscle memory. --Mari
Malcolm

Read an excerpt and the reading group guide for The Forgotten Garden.

Amazon Exclusive: A Conversation with Author Kate Morton

Q: The Forgotten Garden has some marvelous parallels with Frances Hodgson Burnett's The Secret Garden,
and Burnett even makes an appearance in your book as a guest at a garden party. Did her book inspire
portions of your story?

A: The Secret Garden was one of my favourite books when I was a little girl. Along with stories like The
Faraway Tree and The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, it's one of many classic childhood tales in which
children escape from the adult world to a place in which their imagination is allowed free rein. However, it
wasn't my intention to reference The Secret Garden when I first started writing.



In fact, The Forgotten Garden (which was called The Authoress until the final draft!) began with a family
story: when she was 21, my grandmother's father told her that she wasn't his biological child. Nana was so
deeply affected by this knowledge that she told no one until she was a very old lady and finally confided in
her three daughters. When I learned Nana's secret, I was struck by how fragile a person's sense of self is and
knew that one day I would write a story about someone who experienced a similar life-changing confession.

When I began to write about Nell, I knew that her mystery was going to lead her to an English cottage, but
the other details were hazy. It was while I was auditioning English locations for my book that I came across
mention of the Lost Gardens of Heligan in Cornwall. My interest was piqued, and I began reading everything
I could find about this place: a grand country estate with astounding gardens that had been locked and
forgotten after its gardening staff were killed during the first world war and the owners moved away.

When it was rediscovered in the late 20th century, nature had reclaimed the estate, but the bones of the
garden lay deep beneath the overgrowth. This story really fired my imagination and I knew that I'd not only
found my location--Cornwall--but that I would also need a forgotten garden in my story!

I was also eager to play with 19th-century gothic conventions in The Forgotten Garden. I adore books like
Jane Eyre and Wuthering Heights, and I wanted a gloomy old house, wicked aunts, secretive servants,
hidden identities, mysterious whisperings--the lot. But when my garden grew walls, I suddenly remembered
The Secret Garden, and with my theme of fairy tales and storytellers and the vital role that such things play
in a child's imagination, I couldn't resist introducing parallels (including a walk-on role for Frances Hodgson
Burnett). It was a way of referencing my own childhood influences--Enid Blyton and the Famous Five get a
couple of nods throughout, too!--and was a lot of fun.
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The Forgotten Garden: A Novel By Kate Morton When writing can transform your life, when creating
can enrich you by offering much cash, why don't you try it? Are you still extremely baffled of where
understanding? Do you still have no idea with exactly what you are visiting write? Now, you will certainly
need reading The Forgotten Garden: A Novel By Kate Morton An excellent writer is a great visitor at once.
You can define how you create depending upon just what books to read. This The Forgotten Garden: A
Novel By Kate Morton could help you to resolve the issue. It can be among the right sources to create your
composing ability.

To get over the trouble, we now offer you the innovation to get the e-book The Forgotten Garden: A Novel
By Kate Morton not in a thick published data. Yeah, reviewing The Forgotten Garden: A Novel By Kate
Morton by online or getting the soft-file simply to review could be one of the ways to do. You may not feel
that reading an e-book The Forgotten Garden: A Novel By Kate Morton will be helpful for you. However, in
some terms, May people successful are those who have reading habit, included this kind of this The
Forgotten Garden: A Novel By Kate Morton

By soft data of the book The Forgotten Garden: A Novel By Kate Morton to review, you might not require to
bring the thick prints all over you go. Whenever you have eager to check out The Forgotten Garden: A Novel
By Kate Morton, you can open your gizmo to read this book The Forgotten Garden: A Novel By Kate
Morton in soft data system. So simple as well as fast! Checking out the soft data book The Forgotten Garden:
A Novel By Kate Morton will certainly offer you very easy way to check out. It can likewise be quicker
because you could read your e-book The Forgotten Garden: A Novel By Kate Morton everywhere you want.
This online The Forgotten Garden: A Novel By Kate Morton could be a referred publication that you could
delight in the solution of life.
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From the #1 internationally bestselling author of The House at Riverton, a novel that takes the reader on an
unforgettable journey through generations and across continents as two women try to uncover their family’s
secret past

A tiny girl is abandoned on a ship headed for Australia in 1913. She arrives completely alone with nothing
but a small suitcase containing a few clothes and a single book—a beautiful volume of fairy tales. She is
taken in by the dockmaster and his wife and raised as their own. On her twenty-fi rst birthday, they tell her
the truth, and with her sense of self shattered and very little to go on, "Nell" sets out to trace her real identity.
Her quest leads her to Blackhurst Manor on the Cornish coast and the secrets of the doomed Mountrachet
family. But it is not until her granddaughter, Cassandra, takes up the search after Nell’s death that all the
pieces of the puzzle are assembled. A spellbinding tale of mystery and self-discovery, The Forgotten Garden
will take hold of your imagination and never let go.
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Most helpful customer reviews

759 of 784 people found the following review helpful.
The Forgotten Garden: Another Blockbuster for Kate Morton
By Phyllis Staff
A four-year-old girl waits alone on a dock in Australia for parents who never come. Her only possession? A
tiny white suitcase containing no information about who she is or how she came to be abandoned.



Nell is a foundling, and what a rare foundling she is. A stow-away on an ocean liner, she refuses to tell even
so much as her name. Until in her 60s, over-protected by a loving foster father, she has no clue how she
came to be alone on that dock. Hers is the mystery that unfolds in this long novel spanning more than a
century, five generations, and two distant continents.

Enthusiastic fans of Kate Morton's first novel, "The House at Riverton," will thrill to her second, "The
Forgotten Garden." Like her first, this is a novel whose female characters are finely and fully drawn, and
whose males are wispy and insubstantial. How its women interact, how they love and hate one another, how
their interplay moves through tragedy and redemption will provide hours of pleasure for her fans.

Morton's excellent pacing creates a page-turner that is hard to put down, although its length might give pause
to those who suffer from carpal tunnel syndrome. Morton tells her story not only through the actions of her
characters but also through fairy tales that work on several levels and provide clues to the mystery's final
solution. Many readers will have guessed the solution long before the end of the book. Nevertheless, Morton
maintains reader interest throughout.

Overall, this is a highly satisfying read. It's fun to watch the author weave the lives of women into a rich
tapestry of life and love, anger and betrayal. However, the novel is not without its weaknesses. First, as
mentioned above, Morton's male characters are weak and insipid and never come to life. Second, the love
interest at the end of the book does not mesh with the rest of the work. It is almost as though an editor said,
"You'd better add a little love story here," so Morton did.

The book's flaws, while mildly unsettling, are not serious enough to spoil a great read. If you enjoy long
stories about generations of women, you will love "The Forgotten Garden."

361 of 378 people found the following review helpful.
A fairy tale gone wrong
By Baking Enthusiast
I was a bit hesitant in picking up "The Forgotten Garden" by Kate Morton. After my disappointment with
"The House at Riverton," I wasn't sure if I was willing to invest more time. Pleased to say that the story
hooked me from the get-go, and though the book is longer than I thought necessary, it was altogether an
entertaining read.

At the heart of this big, fat tale (645 pages) is a mystery. In 1913, a dock master, Hugh, discovers a four-
year-old girl who's been left alone on a wharf in Queensland, Australia after all passengers had disembarked
from a boat that sailed from England. Taking pity on her, Hugh takes her home to his wife, Lil. In spite of
Hugh's and Lil's efforts to find the girl's family, time passes and no one claims the tyke. Having hit her head
while onboard the boat, the little girl couldn't even remember her own name and all she could recall was a
woman she calls the Authoress who was supposed to sail with her. Hugh and Lil decide to keep her as their
own and name her Nell.

In the present day, Nell's granddaughter, Cassandra, is grieving Nell's passing. As she goes through Nell's
notebooks, she realizes that her grandmother had never stopped searching for her true parents. Cassie takes
over the search, which leads her to England and to a small Cornish village, and finally, to a decrepit cottage
and its walled garden...a garden that swallowed the secrets of the 1900s and buried within its grounds the
fascinating and tragic story of the Mountrachets and the woman a child had called the Authoress.

A challenge to the reader will be the constant switching of perspective from past to present and in between,
primarily the years of 1913, 1975 and 2005. It's a bit off-putting in the first few chapters but after awhile, it's



no longer an encumbrance. Though the main story is Nell's parentage, the novel is dense with stories of the
characters whose lives intersect and create the environment upon which Nell's birth and subsequent
abandonment hinges. There are also many incidental details that don't necessarily impact the story but are
included nevertheless to bring alive the era being depicted and add realism to the backstories. Included, too,
are fairy tales by the Authoress that serve as allegories of the truths secreted by the doomed Mountrachet
family, a family that "wanted things they shouldn't or couldn't have" and destroyed lives with their avarice,
entitlements and perversions.

It can be a grueling read at close to 700 pages but the mystery itself kept me reading and speculating. Clues
are parceled out in small doses and it takes a very long time, almost the end, before one can put together a
clear picture of Nell's history. That's a good decision on the author's part as otherwise, a reader's interest
would likely wane quickly. As Cassie puts it, "the closer we get, the more tangled the web becomes."

The characters are, for the most part, very interesting, though a bit on the melodramatic side, but it's the kind
of melodrama that befits the Victorian era and the early 1900s. Of particular note is the emerging technology
of x-ray in the mid-1890s, the careless use of which put into motion a series of tragic events that would
reverberate for over 100 years.

It's an enthralling read and, with patience from a reader, delivers very satisfactory answers. Stories about
foundlings, secrets and Victorian women have been done hundreds of times in various iterations and can get
tiresome fast if the core story is weak. Glad to say that no such error is committed in "The Forgotten
Garden." The first few chapters pulled me in very quickly and I found myself compulsively on the same
quest for the truth. The mystery has sturdy legs that don't weaken for the novel's entire duration.

117 of 126 people found the following review helpful.
A favorite!
By Ellis Bell
The Forgotten Garden, the follow-up to The House at Riverton: A Novel (but by no means a sequel), is a
muti-layered novel with complicated characters and a highly intriguing storyline. The story jumps back and
forth in time, but rarely is the reader confused as to what's going on. I loved The House at Riverton, so as
soon as I finished it, I went roight over and bought The Forgotten Garden from Amazon UK. Let me just say
that I wasn't disappointed.

The book opens in 1913, when a young girl with no name is found on a quayside in Australia. She doesn't
remember anything about herself, and all she carries with her is a white suitcase containing, among other
personal items, a book of fairytales penned by a woman the girl calls the Authoress.

In 1975, the girl, now a woman called Nell, goes back to England, where she attempts to find answers to
questions about her identity. Her travels lead her to Blackhurst Manor, delving deep into the Mountrachet
family's secrets and purchasing a cottage on the Blackhurst property. But before she can solve the mystery of
her past, Nell's flaky daughter Lesley shows up, dumping her granddaughter Cassandra on her doorstep--
permanently.

In 2005, after Nell's death, Cassandra inherits the cottage and tries to answer the questions her grandmother
raised. The stories of these two women are complemented by that of Eliza Makepeace, who grew up in the
slums of London around the turn of the nineteenth century, and her cousin, the genteel Rose Mountrachet.

This is clearly a novel written by a woman, for women, about women; the male characters take a backseat to
the female ones, sometimes becoming unlikeable. In fact, Linus Mountrachet is downright creepy, and



Nathaniel West is a bit of a cad. The novel is punctuated here and there with some of Eliza's short stories,
which provide wonderful little interludes, kind of like AS Byatt's Possession, in a way. Possession, mixed
with a little bit of The Secret Garden. We're even introduced to Frances Hodgeson Burnett, suggesting that
she might have received inspiration for The Secret Garden from Eliza and Rose's garden.

What I loved about this atmospheric, fairytale-like novel was that Morton tells the story of these different,
but connected, women, but she doesn't give everything up right away. I tried to guess at the mystery many
times, but ultimately my guesses were never correct. The characters are well developed, and although it takes
a little while to get into the story, this is an excellent novel, filled with old houses and hidden gardens with
secrets and surprises. It's also a novel about foreshadowing; even Cassandra's name suggests someone who
can foretell the future. Aside from some too-fortuitous chances (for example, Eliza is rescued from poverty
at the exact moment that she's about to be sent off to the workhouse), I found it really, really difficult to put
this novel down, and only finished it reluctantly.

See all 2265 customer reviews...
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