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How if there is a site that enables you to hunt for referred book Droppers: America’s First Hippie
Commune, Drop City By Mark Matthews from all over the globe author? Automatically, the website will
be astonishing finished. Many book collections can be located. All will be so very easy without difficult
thing to relocate from website to site to get the book Droppers: America’s First Hippie Commune, Drop City
By Mark Matthews wanted. This is the site that will certainly offer you those requirements. By following this
site you could obtain lots numbers of book Droppers: America’s First Hippie Commune, Drop City By Mark
Matthews compilations from variations sorts of writer and author prominent in this globe. Guide such as
Droppers: America’s First Hippie Commune, Drop City By Mark Matthews and also others can be obtained
by clicking good on link download.

From Publishers Weekly
One of the first utopian communities to emerge in the 1960s, Drop City, Colorado was founded as a self-
supporting artist's enclave. In this entertaining chronicle, author and journalist Matthews (Smoke Jumping on
the Western Fire Line) recounts Drop City's story as told to him by a number of its inhabitants, including co-
founder Eugene Victor Debs Bernofsky, whose plan was to "own the property, build A-frame houses, pay no
rent, make films and art and... put our trust in dose sic Cosmic Forces" (influenced by "Bucky" Fuller, the A-
frames became the commune's iconic geodesic domes). As much a look at the sex-and-drugs counterculture
as it is a cautionary tale about the problems of utopia-building, the story of Drop City almost comes to an
early end over a mysteriously depleted can of government commodity peanut butter; ultimately, it would
devolve into a disillusioned, dilapidated slum. Matthews's attempts to contextualize (or perhaps elevate) the
narrative with historical notes on other U.S. communes and the hippie stomping grounds of Haight Ashbury
distract from Bernofsky's tale, which is fascinating, inadvertently hilarious, and very telling. B&w illus.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Drop City, arguably the first 1960s intentional community, inspired imitators through the mid-1970s before
the whole commune ideal ran out of steam among inevitable personal differences and theoretical quibbles
among core members. Artist Eugene Bernofsky, interviewed in depth for this book, was a driving force
during Drop City’s brief flourishing. He and a cadre of like-minded artsy-craftsy folks built the commune’s
various buildings by using “the detritus of society,” otherwise known as debris and scrap materials.
Architecturally, the Droppers favored the geodesic domes of Buckminster Fuller, tricked out with colorful
and inventive exteriors and eccentric interior decor. In 1967 they won Fuller’s Dymaxion Award for their
efforts. Eventually, Drop City devolved as the communards went their separate ways, but Matthews digs
deeply to create a comprehensive study of its occasionally wacky progress that is rather short on wackiness
itself. Much more sociological account than sex-and-drugs memoir, this is a unique contribution to
knowledge of an American period now receding in the mangled short-term memories of many who lived it. -
-Mike Tribby



About the Author

A former wildland firefighter and freelance journalist, Mark Matthews is the author of Smoke Jumping on
the Western Fire Line: Conscientious Objectors during World War II and A Great Day to Fight Fire: Mann
Gulch, 1949.
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soft data of the book Droppers: America’s First Hippie Commune, Drop City By Mark Matthews This
is not your time to commonly visit guide stores to acquire a publication. Below, varieties of book Droppers:
America’s First Hippie Commune, Drop City By Mark Matthews and collections are readily available to
download and install. Among them is this Droppers: America’s First Hippie Commune, Drop City By Mark
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Commune, Drop City By Mark Matthews by on the internet in this site could be understood now by seeing
the web link page to download and install. It will certainly be simple. Why should be below?
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America’s First Hippie Commune, Drop City By Mark Matthews, every book. By online, you could not
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check out after for very long time. This Droppers: America’s First Hippie Commune, Drop City By Mark
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Matthews It is easy as visiting guide shops, is it? After getting this brief description, with any luck you can
download one and also begin to check out Droppers: America’s First Hippie Commune, Drop City By Mark
Matthews This book is very easy to review every single time you have the leisure time.

http://bookpeace.com/site-ebook/0806140585
http://bookpeace.com/site-ebook/0806140585


DROPPERS: AMERICA’S FIRST HIPPIE COMMUNE, DROP
CITY BY MARK MATTHEWS PDF

Sex, drugs, and rock ’n’ roll. In popular imagination, these words seem to capture the atmosphere of 1960s
hippie communes. Yet when the first hippie commune was founded in 1965 outside Trinidad, Colorado, the
goal wasn’t one long party but rather a new society that integrated life and art. In Droppers, Mark Matthews
chronicles the rise and fall of this utopian community, exploring the goals behind its creation and the factors
that eventually led to its dissolution.

Seeking refuge from enforced social conformity, the turmoil of racial conflict, and the Vietnam War, artist
Eugene Bernofsky and other founders of Drop City sought to create an environment that would promote both
equality and personal autonomy. These high ideals became increasingly hard to sustain, however, in the face
of external pressures and internal divisions.

In a rollicking, fast-paced style, Matthews vividly describes the early enthusiasm of Drop City’s founders, as
Bernofsky and his friends constructed a town in the desert literally using the “detritus of society.” Over time,
Drop City suffered from media attention, the distraction of visitors, and the arrival of new residents who
didn’t share the founders’ ideals.

Matthews bases his account on numerous interviews with Bernofsky and other residents as well as written
sources. Explaining Drop City in the context of the counterculture’s evolution and the American tradition of
utopian communities, he paints an unforgettable picture of a largely misunderstood phenomenon in
American history.
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From Publishers Weekly
One of the first utopian communities to emerge in the 1960s, Drop City, Colorado was founded as a self-
supporting artist's enclave. In this entertaining chronicle, author and journalist Matthews (Smoke Jumping on
the Western Fire Line) recounts Drop City's story as told to him by a number of its inhabitants, including co-
founder Eugene Victor Debs Bernofsky, whose plan was to "own the property, build A-frame houses, pay no
rent, make films and art and... put our trust in dose sic Cosmic Forces" (influenced by "Bucky" Fuller, the A-



frames became the commune's iconic geodesic domes). As much a look at the sex-and-drugs counterculture
as it is a cautionary tale about the problems of utopia-building, the story of Drop City almost comes to an
early end over a mysteriously depleted can of government commodity peanut butter; ultimately, it would
devolve into a disillusioned, dilapidated slum. Matthews's attempts to contextualize (or perhaps elevate) the
narrative with historical notes on other U.S. communes and the hippie stomping grounds of Haight Ashbury
distract from Bernofsky's tale, which is fascinating, inadvertently hilarious, and very telling. B&w illus.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Drop City, arguably the first 1960s intentional community, inspired imitators through the mid-1970s before
the whole commune ideal ran out of steam among inevitable personal differences and theoretical quibbles
among core members. Artist Eugene Bernofsky, interviewed in depth for this book, was a driving force
during Drop City’s brief flourishing. He and a cadre of like-minded artsy-craftsy folks built the commune’s
various buildings by using “the detritus of society,” otherwise known as debris and scrap materials.
Architecturally, the Droppers favored the geodesic domes of Buckminster Fuller, tricked out with colorful
and inventive exteriors and eccentric interior decor. In 1967 they won Fuller’s Dymaxion Award for their
efforts. Eventually, Drop City devolved as the communards went their separate ways, but Matthews digs
deeply to create a comprehensive study of its occasionally wacky progress that is rather short on wackiness
itself. Much more sociological account than sex-and-drugs memoir, this is a unique contribution to
knowledge of an American period now receding in the mangled short-term memories of many who lived it. -
-Mike Tribby

About the Author

A former wildland firefighter and freelance journalist, Mark Matthews is the author of Smoke Jumping on
the Western Fire Line: Conscientious Objectors during World War II and A Great Day to Fight Fire: Mann
Gulch, 1949.

Most helpful customer reviews

9 of 9 people found the following review helpful.
TRUE GRIT
By Jo Bernofsky
At last the true inside story of an inspirational group of youth compelled to have some creative fun during the
Vietnam War disaster from which our country is still reeling. These droppers took their axes to auto junk
yards and literally chopped out the tops of cars for building living domes. The story is beautifully presented
by Mark Matthews who interviewed the founder of this non-intentional community for over a year. The story
is inter-cut with powerful historical reportage of the Vietnam debacle. With the perpetual wars going on
today and our Government seemingly unable to achieve peace, this brilliant book is particularly pertinent to
the youth of today seeking creative meaning in their lives. If you're looking for something beyond all the
daily depressing news, this book is for you!

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful.
Take a trip down memory lane with the droppers and read this book.
By Rolling Mountain
Drop City, America's First Hippie Commune, is an American story of finding individual freedom and
community as told through the eyes and words of the droppers who sought those dreams in a world gone
mad with militaristic government and war, who sought refuge from the drumming conformity of stifling
religious and educational institutions and mindless service to corporate greed and consumption . . . Mark



Mathews deftly unfolds a narrative on what drove the cultural forces that awakened a generation born out of
World War II to follow the 'cosmic forces' of love, joy and happiness and the cultural sprouting of hippie
communes in America. Drop City is told by the people who made it happen, droppings they would say,
colorful, funny, tragic seekers born out of the American experience.

Take a trip down memory lane with the droppers and read this book.

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful.
American history you won't learn in school...
By Sandy Borrow
Not only does this book describe the atmosphere and events surrounding the Viet Nam war, it incorporates
the assimilation of an immigrant Eastern European family into American life. The development of America's
first commune owes its idealism to the Bernofsky family's history and how their ideals influenced Eugene
Bernofsky's vision. I found this book to be highly informative and extremely funny. The interviews with Mr.
Bernofsky prove his razor sharp sense of humor while making a social commentary that documents a
challenging time in America's history.

See all 7 customer reviews...
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